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October 2, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that Midwest Electric & Communications 

(MEC) has told the City that their goal is to back feed the substation while they are working 

on the transformer.  The work should take place during a time that there is low air 

conditioning/heating load.  Therefore, there should not be an outage while the work is being 

completed. 

 

The Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP) grantees are starting their free energy 

audits performed through Clear Result.   As the reports come in, homeowners seem to be 

very happy with the results.   Through the reports and inspections they receive, the 

homeowner learns how a variety of small home improvements, like window sealing, 

additional insulation, and energy star appliances can save them money on their energy bills. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports that DPW keeps plugging away with 

fall activities and projects. 

 

Trails, at Rudolphi, were cleared of three fallen trees.  Weed treatment and fall fertilizing 

continues, as well as trimming of trees along the right-of-ways.  Together with MDOT, the 

City hired Tree Servants to trim a dying 

tree with limbs positioned precariously 

over power lines and E. Division/M-62.  

DPW also set-up/tore-down for last 

weekend’s Dowagiac Democrats Event 

held at Walter Ward Park. 

 

With BL Harroun & Son, Inc, having 

disconnected and capping the 

suppression, McDonald Underground 

and associates are onsite and have begun 

demolition of 135 S. Front. 

 



 

We are assembling a bid package for final paving of patches from the seasons’ repairs, with 

tentative plans for an October 8 bid opening. 

 

The Interconnect was opened to allow the Village of Cassopolis to be supplied from the 

CCWS while their tower was cleaned.  Penn Fire has completed flushing hydrants around 

Donnell Lake, and is now working around Diamond Lake.  And, DPW continues cleaning 

the lake lift-stations. 

 

The city once again fared well with yesterdays’ storms, having only lost a couple of electrical 

services, while others in the area saw larger outages.  The city lost phones for about an hour, 

lost power to Vineyard and Pokagon, requiring generators (Both AEP-powered), and ran 

generators at two lift-stations in Sister Lakes. 

 

 

Blight clean-up is complete at 

504 E. Telegraph.  This home 

has been a consistent subject of 

numerous code violations 

including blighted conditions, 

overgrown grass, and other 

infractions.  In 2019, it was 

determined that the home was    

so blighted, it had reached 

dangerous conditions and was 

posted as unsafe for occupancy.  

Utilities have been disconnected 

from this home for quite some 

time. 

                                                                                                     

The property was recently purchased from the County for either demolition or blight clean-

up, to be decided when home is inspected.  This step is consistent with our commitment to 

blight control and the property will continue to be monitored. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

 


